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How to Find an Agricultural Lawyer
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Prior to beginning a search for an agricultural lawyer, it is critical for the potential client to identify the specific
issue with which they need legal assistance. There are some issues that may be common enough for most lawyers
to handle, while other issues may require specialized knowledge or expertise. For example, a producer may need
to hire an attorney to review a lease agreement or a carbon-related contract, to represent them in a nuisance
lawsuit, or to help them file required environmental or water permits. Likely, a producer might need different
attorneys for these various concerns.

Unfortunately, there is no one-stop directory of all agricultural lawyers in the United States organized by location
and practice area. Instead, there are a number of different approaches a producer might take to find the right
attorney to hire.

1. Word of mouth. Oftentimes, the best way to find an attorney is to ask other folks involved in the agricultural
industry who they might recommend. This might mean asking for recommendations from other producers
or landowners, talking to commodity groups within the state, contacting the local Extension office, or visiting
nearby agribusinesses. While not every attorney can handle every case, this might be an easy way to get the
names of lawyers who have at least some experience with agricultural clients.

2. Professional organizations. There are some professional organizations that offer lists of attorneys. For
example, the American Agricultural Law Association, a nationwide group of agricultural lawyers maintains a
membership list organized by state.

3. State bar directories or local bar associations. Many state bar associations also offer searchable directories
of attorneys licensed in the state. Some allow for searches based on geographic location within the state.
Some states may offer certain practice sections for agricultural law, water law, natural resources, etc.
that would allow a person to narrow their search to lawyers specializing in a particular area. The National
Agricultural Law Center has compiled a list of state bar directories for all 50 states. Similarly, some areas may
have local bar associations that could be a good resource to find attorneys in the area.
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